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succeeds, I shall pay authors higher than any other
magazine in the land, regarding things and not
names, and paying for an article's worth in spirit
rather than its current value in specie. May I
hope that you will send me something for my first
number ? Any little poem that you may have by
you will be very acceptable to me. I cannot prom-
ise to pay you very much at first, for the expense
of getting up such a work makes large holes in
small capitals. But I trust that the hope of aid-
ing a good endeavor will be enough to you. I am
glad to see you down on the cassocked pleaders
for murder in the 'Democratic Review.' Some
sonnets of mine in the May number were written
011 reading Wordsworth in favor of bloodshed,
though some parts of them were most unintelligi-
ble by the fact not being stated. I wish I were
in your district to vote for you as member of Con-
gress. But you must take my good hopes instead."
When the case of George Latimer, an alleged
fugitive slave from Virginia, was on trial in Mas-
sachusetts, in 1842-43, the excitement throughout
the State was intense. It was arranged by the
friends of liberty that conventions should be held
simultaneously in each county, and ,the 2d of
January, 1843, was the day appointed. The con-
vention for Essex County was held at Ipswich, and
the occasion was made memorable by the reading
of the intense, almost fierce, stanzas written for
the occasion by John G. Whittier. It was the
splendid poem, " Massachusetts to Virginia,"
which was printed in the " Liberator " of January
27, 1843, without the name of the author. But